1832]	JAMES FENIMORE-COOPER	273
satisfy you. Such near relatives are not to be too punc-
tilious with each other,
We know you are married, but we do not, even now,
know to whom! You wrote the family name of your wife
in so blind a way that nobody can make it out, here, and
nobody I have seen has been able to tell me her name.
Mrs. Pomeroy has spoken of her in her letters, but she
too has not thought it necessary to be more explicit. In
your next I hope you will withdraw the veil from this
little mystery.
You will see that we are at the celebrated waters of
Spa. We left Paris on the i8th July, for the benefit of
Mrs. Cooper's health, for your aunt was seriously ill last
winter, and during the spring and summer she had three
relapses, that had much weakened her. Our intention was
(and it is not yet absolutely changed) to pass up the
Rhine,, into Switzerland, via Brussels and Francfort. We
have been at Brussels and Antwerp, and have passed
three days at Liege, when we came here. Mrs. Cooper
thinks the waters agree with her, and we have now been
here nearly a week. On Tuesday next it is our intention
to go into Prussia, by Aix-la-Chapelle, which is about
fifteen miles from this town, and to touch the Rhine at
Cologne. We are in no hurry, for we are tired of cholera
and a vitiated atmosphere, and our only object is health
and recreation.
Spa is a little, clean, comfortable town, about as large
as Saratoga, but not a tenth part as gay. Families take
furnished houses, and are comfortable enough—for a
price that is sufficiently moderate, when one remembers
it is a watering place. The whole family is with us, and
two servants, but I left a furnished house in Paris, to
which we intend to return in September.

